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asked;  Rosa, with his dark skin, got the identical article for
a penny.
We followed one of the rivers in the launch almost as far as
it is navigable, a distance of some nine miles. The banks are
low, and were at first covered with mangrove; later the land
was cultivated after a fashion, and there were a certain number
of country houses, but in a state of dilapidation and decay.
Anyone who wishes to leave the prosaic present and be trans-
ported back to the old times of colonisation should visit Olinda,
the ancient seat of government, which lies three miles to the
north of Pernambuco.   The remains of it to-day are a little
group of houses standing picturesquely on a wopded promon-
tory, which rises high above the low-lying coast.    The old
street, winding up to. the top of the semi-deserted city, along
which must have passed gay cavalcades, sober monks, and cap-
tured Indians, is still the high way, but it is now carpeted with
grass, kept short, not by traffic, but by the sheep which browse
upon it.   From the highest point, the view extends in one direc-
tion to the sea and in the other to the forests of the interior*
The most arresting feature is the number of churches and re-
ligious houses: everywhere the eye turns these great buildings
rise among the luxuriant foliage,   from   one standpoint we
counted ten such edifices.   Some are deserted; some are still
inhabited.   The Franciscan establishment, where a fraternity
still occupy the conventual buildings, is said to have been the
first of its kind in Brazil, but we could arrive at nothing more
definite as to date from the brother who acted as guide than
that the place was " three hundred years old/'   The church con-
tained sortie particularly good Dutch tiles representing scenes
from the life of the Virgin and St. Anne ; similar ones are to be
seen in the cathedral, which was undergoing repair, and where
no means were being taken to preserve them from injury at the
hands of the workmen.   These edifices were presumably rebuilt
after the capture of the place by the Dutch; for Olinda is said
to have been so utterly destroyed by the fighting, of which it
was the centre, that Prince Maurice of Nassau gave his attention
instead to the improvement of. Recife.
Our regrets at leaving Pernambuco oil Satwday, June 2ist,
after a $tay of six days, were mitigated by the heat of the docks
and by the fact that for some nights the mosquitoes had been

